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Innovative testing methods and academic intelligence of the ‘test takers’ 

Abstract 

The experiment aims at proving the academic intelligence of the test takers at the 
tertiary level is enhanced by measuring their Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing skills 
of the English language through the use of Comic strips as ‘test materials.’ The’ test takers’ 
constituting a heterogeneous group are pursuing Commerce as their major subject of study. 
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Introduction: 

The study focusses on the enhancement of the academic intelligence of the ‘test 
takers’ pursuing their major study in Commerce through the use of Comic strips as ‘test 
materials’ for measuring the Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing skills of the ‘test 
takers’ in a class of heterogeneous L2 learners at the tertiary level. 

The researcher considers that a heterogeneous classroom is quite essential for the 
experimental method of testing because it would facilitate peer learning and collaborative 
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performance in an effective manner. Moreover, tertiary level is quite appropriate for 
experimentation due to the L2 learners’ tendency to be commendably moulded in terms of 
learning and performance. 

Goldstein (2015) had viewed that ‘Problem Solving’ is an important component of 
intelligence (3). The researcher views that the method of testing augments the intelligence of 
the test takers formulated by increased concentration, reasoning abilities, logical acumen and 
problem solving techniques. 

Significance of Innovative Testing Methods: 

The researcher considers that a contemporary awareness of the relevance of 
Innovative Testing Methods is essential to understand the impact of the experiment on the 
‘test takers.’ In the words of Allison (1997), “Language Testing as a part of educational 
testing is consequently caught up in operations of power, authority and responsibility within 
educational systems” (p.78). According to the researcher the monotonous mechanics of 
testing needs to be addressed through the use of learner centric methods of testing. In 
addition Fulcher and Davidson (2006) had said that “Performance - based elements in large- 
scale testing are usually involving writing and speaking. The reason for this is simply that 
they demand significance resources to implement and are expensive” (29). The researcher 
considers that an alternate testing method needs to be cost effective in addition to being 
innovative in nature. 

Keegan, J. (2017) is of the view that “Standardized testing is a defining feature of 
contemporary American society. It not only governs how people are channelled through their 
schooling; it amplifies existing social disparities” (1). The researcher observes that the 
experimental method of testing would accommodate the sociolinguistically and academically 


challenged L2 learners. 
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Hypotheses: 

Null Hypothesis: 

The use of Comic strips as materials for testing the skills of English do not enhance the 
academic intelligence of the ‘test takers.’ 

Alternate Hypothesis: 

The use of Comic strips as materials for testing the skills of English enhances the academic 
intelligence of the ‘test takers.’ 

Methodology: 

The experiment was conducted during the academic year 2018-2019 in a 
heterogeneous classroom at the tertiary level comprising of sixty five ‘test takers.’ The test 
takers were divided into ten groups comprising of six or seven members each. They were 
given instructions to prepare a Comic strip for the text ‘Engine Trouble’ by R.KNarayan. 
The test duration ranges to a period of two weeks and the final project was submitted to the 
facilitator. The ‘test takers’ prepared the Comic strips through peer collaboration and 
consultation. 

Analysis of Data: 


Tablel: Academic Intelligence of the ‘Test takers’ 


Components of Academic Intelligence 

Agree 

Disagree 

Neutral 

Concentration in the classroom 

55 

3 

2 

Eogical and reasoning abilities 

54 

4 

2 

Interactional skills 

57 

1 

2 

Performance in the Major subject 

58 

2 

0 

Mean 

56 

2.5 

1.5 
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Standard Deviation 

1.82574186 

1.29099445 

1 


70 Figure :1 Enhancement of Academic Intelligence 




Concentration Logical and Skills of Performance in Mean Standard 

in the classroom Reasoning Interaction Major subjects Deviation 

abilities ■ Agree ■ Disagree ■ Neutral 


Table 1 and Figure 1 explain that the use of Comie strips as materials for measuring 
the LSRW skills of English upgrade the academic intelligence of the test takers in terms of: 

• Concentration in the classroom 

• Logical and reasoning abilities 

• Interactional skills 

• Performance in the Major subjects 

The mean value in the Table 1 indicates that the null hypothesis could be rejected and 
alternate hypothesis could be taken into consideration. It is evident from the data that 
employing Comic strips to measure the skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing at 
the tertiary level in a heterogeneous classroom enhance the academic intelligence of the ‘test 
takers.’ 


Lindings and Conclusion: 


Keck and Kim (2014) are of the view that: 
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Language tests which focused solely on grammatical accuracy and which consisted 
largely of multiple choice and fill-in-the-blank items no longer made sense how could 
these assessments help us to understand students’ abilities to use language 
meaningfully in a variety of contexts? (197) 

According to the researcher the use of Comic strips to measure the major skills of 
English in a heterogeneous classroom at the tertiary level, besides enhancing the skills and 
the abilities of the ‘test takers’ also extends their superlative performance in the study of 
Commerce. The researcher distils that the experimental method of testing would enable the 
L2 learners to employ their proficiency of language meaningfully in different real life 
communicative situations. 

The researcher views that the innovative testing method enhances the academic 
intelligence of the ‘test takers’ because of its alternate testing strategy which measures the 
test taker’s skills and abilities in the act of performance as exemplified by McNamara (2000). 
The ‘test takers’ exercise their Cognitive Domain as described by Benjamin Bloom (1956) 
while preparing the Comic strips because the test material is ‘learner centric’ in nature due to 
its creative property. The experimental method of testing refrains from confining the ‘test 
taker’ in a stifling test atmosphere and formulates an inspirational climate for galvanizing the 
skills of the test taker during the actual period of performance. 

In the words of Hughes (2011), “Backwash is the effect that tests have on teaching 
and learning” (53). The researcher concludes that the positive ‘Washback’ effect of testing 
the LSRW skills of English through the preparation of Comic strips influences the test takers’ 
learning and understanding of Commerce. It equally enables them to accentuate and 
relinquish their skills in commerce. The method of testing also augments the performance of 


the test takers in the Commerce examination. 
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Recommendations: 

The researcher recommends the following: 

1. The study could be extended to other disciplines of learning in Arts and Sciences. 

2. A comparative study between two disciplines of learning in enhancing the 
Academic Intelligence of the L2 learners could be experimented. 

3. Use of other innovative methods of testing like the preparation of Documentaries, 
Newsletters, Posters, Pamphlets and Projects to measure the language skills of 
English and its Validity in enhancing the academic intelligence of the test takers 
could be considered. 

4. A gender based study on the topic could be considered for research 

5. A study on other components of intelligence like mathematical abilities. 
Intelligent Quotient and Emotional Quotient could be conducted by employing 
Comic Strips to measure the language skills of English. 
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